
Vilonia United Methodist Church 
2023 Mission and Ministry Spending Plan

Entrusted: The Joy of Generous Living

And so, as we enter into 2023, I invite you to think about the weight of this calling – you have been made a steward of God’s goodness and gifts – how will you share what God has given

you with others? Our gifts and blessings are not meant to be hoarded or hidden, but rather just as God promised to Abraham in Genesis 12, we are blessed to be a blessing to others. We

receive God’s gifts on their way to someone else. This is our trajectory as faithful members of God’s church – and we do this as individuals and as a church family. 

For 2023, we have increased our budget by 5% over last year. I believe this is an exciting change. While we did this in a few areas to be practical around the increase in insurance premiums

and other cost increases we've seen in the last year, our overarching motivation was the growth we've seen in our church ministries over the last year. We held Vacation Bible School for the

first time in five years last year and 50 children from our church and community participated. We'll have a class of 8 or more confirmands this Fall that will learn about what it means to be

United Methodist. More adults participated in small groups and Sunday school last year due to our Sunday school classes, Neighboring small groups, and Financial Literacy class. We believe

The earth is the Lord's and all that is in it the world, and those who live in it.   -- Psalm 24:1 --



One of the most basic tenets of our shared faith in God is put so succinctly by the psalmist – everything in the world belongs to God. We belong to God,
our material items belong to God, our loved ones belong to God, the plants of the earth and the animals that roam the earth belong to God. And yet, we
also have been given the special privilege as God’s children to be stewards of all that God has given us. God doesn’t determine how all of the resources
and blessings given to us should be used, but rather we are the ones who get to work alongside God to use these resources to bring about God’s kingdom.
This is an exciting and high calling – it comes with a certain responsibility. After all, we have been entrusted with God’s gifts, which asks us, even
requires us to live generously. 

even more adults will participate in discipleship opportunities this year. And we believe God is calling us to be more
intentional about connecting to God and to one another through worship, discipleship, and fellowship this year. 

As you read through this ministry and mission spending plan, I invite you to prayerfully consider how God is asking you to
support our church as we seek to love God through our core values: love, welcome, connection, discipleship, and outreach.
Might Psalm 24:1, printed at the top of this letter, be your guide as you consider what you or your family will give. After all,
this is God's world and we get to help make it a place where love and peace reign. May God's call to generosity fill you with
joy and give you confidence that your gifts make a difference here at Vilonia UMC, in Vilonia and beyond. 
                                                 
                                                  Blessings,
                                            
                                                  Pastor Lauren DeLano 



The Beverly Fraser Music Endowment given by Skeeter Fraser in memory of

his wife. This endowment funds the endeavors and dreams of the worship team. 
The Tom Caufield Memorial Scholarship given by Dorrit Caufield in memory

of her son, which provides scholarship funds for those pursuing higher

education. 

Giving through your will or estate planning is a wonderful way to bless future

generations of the church and support ministries that have made an impact in your

life. I invite you to consider leaving a legacy gift to Vilonia United Methodist

Church. 

At Vilonia UMC we have two legacy gifts that bless our ministry today: 

 
If you have questions about legacy giving please make an appointment to speak

with Pastor Lauren. There are many ways to leave a financial legacy including wills

and trusts, charitable gift annuities, life insurance beneficiaries, gifts of stock and

real estate.
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Love
We are committed to sharing our love, gifts, time, and 
talents with our neighbors. We are a lay-led church whose

focus is directed outward rather than inward.  

Love

Welcome We embrace one another and our neighbors as Christ
would. Here relationships are created, encouraged, and
supported. 

Discipleship
As individuals and as a church family, we seek to equip
people of all ages to be followers of Jesus through worship,
small groups, and spiritual practices. 

Love Experiencing, sharing, and proclaiming the love of God

through Jesus Christ is at the core of all we do.  

God created everyone in His image. We seek to value everyone
and celebrate our different gifts and callings.Connection

Outreach

Welcome
Amount:

 $36,644.17
Ways our ministry plan reflects welcome:

Worship: We want everyone to feel welcome to

worship God alongside us. 
Age Level Ministries: We desire for everyone to feel

welcome to follow God.
Building Maintenance and Cleaning: We believe a

clean and inviting building and grounds is a way to

be hospitable and invitational to those who may visit.

It also allows community groups including the Boy

Scouts and Girl Scouts and Methodist Family Health

to feel welcome when they use our facilities.

Amount: 
$55,410.17

Ways our ministry plan reflects discipleship:
Worship: The essentials of worship, including prayer

stations, communion, and musicians, help to provide a

meaningful worship experience for us each week. 
Confirmation: This Fall our 6th and 7th graders will go

through Confirmation Class. 
Adult Christian Education: We provide the curriculum to

help adults grow in their faith.
Toddler-Youth Christian Education:  We're a church that

desires for our young people to be supported, cared for, and

grow in their faith. We'll host Vacation Bible School again

this Summer!

Discipleship
Amount: 

$39,544.17
Ways our ministry plan reflects outreach:

Spirit of Vilonia Food Pantry: We care about solving the

problem of food insecurity. A monthly donation to the

Vilonia community food pantry alongside our monthly

volunteering is one way we seek to accomplish this goal.  
Missions Team: Our mission team supports Vilonia
schools by feeding sports teams and providing treats for the

Transportation Department, teachers, and administrators.
Methodist Family Health: We support Methodist Family

Health by offering them a space to meet with students in

need of mental health services. 

Outreach

Generous Living: Our Core Values

 Amount:

$53,507.49
Ways our ministry plan reflects connection:

Church Family Life Team: This team puts on amazing

events that help us to gather together as a church for

fellowship. 
Churchwide Discipleship Events: Through opportunities

like Blessing of the Animals and our Luminary Walk,

people are able to gather together to grow in their faith and

connect with one another. 
Apportionments: We are connected to the larger United

Methodist Church (UMC) beyond Vilonia. We give to the

mission and ministry of the UMC to help with scholarships,

mission projects, new church starts, and more.  

Connection

Every dollar you give to Vilonia UMC supports our calling to love God and to love our neighbors as ourselves. 
The staff, Leadership Team, ministry teams, classes and small groups orient worship, fellowship, and discipleship around this calling. 

Love is behind 100% of our mission and ministry. Everything we do is done with love guiding our mission and ministry!  
Love

Legacy Giving at

Vilonia UMC

The Mission and Ministry Plan at Vilonia United Methodist Church represents the heartbeat of our congregation. As we seek to connect people

to Jesus Christ and make disciples, we do this through the mission and ministries of our congregation to help bring about the kingdom of God on

earth as it is in heaven. And God works through the generosity of our congregation and all of those who call this church home to help make this
vision a reality.  Below you'll see how your financial gifts are broken down among our core values. Thank you for your dedication to this church


as you give to the general fund each year as we strive to meet our goal of $185,106.00.



Our projected budget for the 2023 Fiscal Year is $185,106.00.
To meet our projected mission and ministry expenses,

 our tithes and offering collection should total:
           Weekly:   $3,559.73            

Monthly:  15,425.50

The resources below are provided to help you make decisions as you prayerfully consider what you as an individual or family will

give to the missions and ministries of Vilonia United Methodist Church in 2023. You will be invited to turn in an estimate of giving

card on or before January 29, which will be made available January 15. You are encouraged to step out in faith and generously give

to the church, and to possibly even take a step up in your giving level using the information below, aiming to give 1-2% more than

what you are giving currently. Though the biblical tithe is our aim, many people do that incrementally through increasing their

giving a small percentage from one year to the next. 

Annually Number of Giving Units 

$6,001-$7,800
$4,201-$6,000
$2,401-$4,200
$601-$2,400

$1-$600

2022 Giving Trends by Giving Unit
Giving Units: 60
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$7,800+ 3

Monthly

$501-$650
$351-$500
$201-$350
$51-$200
$1-$50

$651

Proportional Giving Chart


