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December 17, 2025  Pastor’s Updates 

 

 

Dear Church Family, 

 Christmas celebrations range from parties and parades to 
worship and joyous singing (like what the choir did this past 
weekend!) But what we might have a harder time finding a place 
for is our grief. I was talking with some of the teens the other 
night, and we were discussing why we celebrate Christmas in the 
winter if Jesus was more likely born in the summer?  

 The answer is practical and theological. Practically, most 
pre-Christian faiths had some kind of feast or holy day around 
the winter solstice. It made sense when converting to carry over 
the days to celebrate with new reasons. The theological reason 
though is more important. Wintertime is physically darker, and as 
Andrea so eloquently put it, "brings out the Sad". It is important 
that in the "Sad" season we look for Joy, and we theologically 
have placed the holy day for the incarnation at the darkest part of 
the year. It offers hope for us who live in real time of darkness.  

 But hope ought not to mask our grief. That is why we are 
having the longest night service again this year, December 21, at 
6:30 pm. Whether it is your first year without a loved one or the 
twentieth, it is a space for us to come and share together in the 
real feelings that sometimes are ignored. We make this space to 
grieve so that we can also celebrate more authentically.  

 

We hope to see you there, 

Chad 

 







 

CALENDAR 
      

•  Wednesday, December 17 @ 6 pm ..…………  Wednesdays at the Well Dinner 

                                                   @ 6:30 pm.......Classes for Children, Youth & Adults 

• Sunday, December 21 @ 9 am .......…... Worship Service (in person and online) 

                        @ 10:15 am ….….….…….………………….. Sunday School 

       @ 10:15 am ….….….….…………..…………. Choir Practice 

       @ 6:30 pm ……………………………. Longest Night Service 

• Wednesday, December 24 @ 6 pm ..……………………………A Lesson in Carols 

 

December 24—25 Office Closed 

MERRY CHRISTMAS 

 

• Saturday, December 27 @ 9 am …...……… VUMC Volunteer @ Spirit of Vilonia 

• Sunday, December 28 @ 9 am…....….... Worship Service (in person and online) 

                          @ 10:15 am ….…..……….…………..…….. Sunday School 

                                           @ 10:15 am ………...……..……………….....Choir Practice 

 

December 31, 2025—January 1, 2026 

Office Closed 

 

 

ACCESS VILONIA UMC’S ELECTRONIC GOOGLE CALENDAR HERE 

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=dW1jdmlsb25pYUBnbWFpbC5jb20


 

 

 

 

Vilonia United Methodist Church 

Loving our community as we are through words, actions, and presence 

Long-term prayers are needed for: 

Ellen Bell, Gordon Higgins, Steve Chastain, Rick Edwards, Lucy Roberts, Barb and Ray 
Stafford, Michael Gilbert, Mary Stitt, Mark Johnson, Tessa Wells, Corey Wells, Rick Lyle, 

Michael Moxley, Mark Reeds, Jonus Reeds, Lucas Hureta, Loretta Bean, Vilonia, our 
Church, all Military Families, our Nation, and our World Leaders, the poor, the abused, the 
marginalized, and impoverished, those who are suffering from any disease, victims of war, 

refugees, and all those suffering from hunger worldwide. 

Prayers are needed for 

• The family of Benny Bell as he passed away on Monday 

• Ellen Bell who is having health concerns 

• Doug Stafford, who had heart stents placed Monday 

• Ricky Roberts is having health issues 

• Prayers for the Nash family as they mourn the loss of Lisa’s mother 

• The family of Red Sisson, who passed away this past week 

• Elizabeth “Boo” Garbo, Lydia Simmons’ sister, who is having serious health problems. 

• Gordon Higgins with continued health concerns 

• For all who were affected by the tragic shooting at Brown University on Saturday 

• For all who were affected by the violence in Sydney Australia Sunday 

• Prayers for the poor, the abused, the marginalized, and the impoverished 

• Prayers for those who are suffering from any disease. 

• Prayers for Peace and our Nation’s Leaders, World Leaders, and our Military 

Joys 

• Choir presented a beautiful Cantata, “All is Well” 

Birthdays  

• December 18 – Sheri Wood 
 
 


