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January 11, 2023 

Friends, 
 

As we begin a new year, we also enter into a new generosity or stewardship 
campaign entitled, "Entrusted: The Joy of Generous Living." Over the next three 
weeks, we'll be looking at scripture passages that remind us of why we give to 
the church, the truth that joy comes from giving, and finally we'll celebrate the 
ways you all are already a generous church. 
 

I want to underscore that final point in this letter, as well. You all are generous 
people - with your time, your prayers, your presence and your gifts. You show 
up to worship and to service and to small groups with a desire to love God and 
to grow in your faith. You give faithfully to our ministry and mission budget, and 
to special fundraisers we hold throughout the year for the youth and movie 
nights and other special ministry needs. And, so first I want to say thank you! 
Thank you for being generous. Thank you for truly living into the belief that   
everything we have is God's and that we're invited to give that back to God for 
God's purpose and mission. We as the church get to be a small part of bringing 
about the kingdom of God because of your financial gifts and generosity.  
 

We ended 2022 in a great place financially, thanks to your faithful giving and we 
are ready to begin this new year hitting the ground running. The scripture theme 
of our 2023 generosity campaign is Psalm 24:1-2: The earth is the Lord’s and all 
that is in it, the world, and those who live in it, for he has founded it on the 
seas and established it on the rivers. This text highlights our understanding of 
what it means to be stewards of God's blessings as people of faith. We are not 
owners, instead we are those who help choose how God's blessings are used 
for the glory of God.  
 

This Sunday, you'll receive our narrative budget which tells the story of our   
ministry and mission spending plan for 2023.  This plan was brought forth by the 
Finance Committee this Fall and approved by the Administrative Council. And it 
is now before you. We trust that God will inspire you to give to what God is    
already doing in our church and to what God will do that we can't even ask or 
imagine at this time. All we know for sure is that God has entrusted us to help 
bring about God's kingdom through our core values at Vilonia UMC of love,   
welcome, connection, discipleship, and outreach.  
 

I hope you will begin to prayerfully consider what you or your family will         
contribute to the work of Vilonia UMC in this new year. You will have the        
opportunity to fill out an estimate of giving card and to turn it in on Sunday,   
January 29. These cards will go out in the mail and be available on Sundays in 
the worship center. While we encourage you to fill out an estimate of giving 
card, to help our Leadership Team plan for the year, I understand making a  
written commitment may not be for everyone. If that's the case, I still hope you 
will make a commitment to give faithfully to Vilonia UMC this year in a way that 
is faithful to how God is calling you to serve.  
 

Blessings, 
 
Pastor Lauren  

Pastor’s Note 
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BOOKS AVAILABLE FOR CHECKOUT 

Did you know that individuals, Sunday School classes and small groups can check 

out books next to the church office?  We have quite the selection of books that you 

are all welcome to checkout and return once you’re finished.  There are lots of           

selections, which are found at this link:  
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/15oZTAMLKYrQEHZoP9ZA9sx6C8vSDPoP5O9xD0vyce

Yg/edit?usp=sharing 

Also, just so you’ll know… the smaller shelf houses all of our Adam Hamilton 

books/studies.  The other shelf has several different authors.  

To check out a book—please place your name and the book name on the sign-

out sheet on top of the smaller shelf.   

To check in a book—we ask that everyone place the books in the basket when 

finished so that we can log them in before they go back on the shelf. 

We hope that everyone enjoys the different studies that are available.   

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/15oZTAMLKYrQEHZoP9ZA9sx6C8vSDPoP5O9xD0vyceYg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/15oZTAMLKYrQEHZoP9ZA9sx6C8vSDPoP5O9xD0vyceYg/edit?usp=sharing
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JANUARY 2023 

 CALENDAR   
• Wednesday, January 11 @ 6 pm - Wednesdays at the Well Dinner     

      @ 6:30-7:30 pm—Classes for Children, Tweens and Youth   
                            @ 6:30-7:30 pm—Radicals Class meets 

• Sunday, January 15 @ 9 am—Worship (in-person and online)                     
        @ 10:15 am—Sunday School              
                   @ 11 am—Choir Practice  

• Wednesday, January 18 @ 6 pm - Wednesdays at the Well Dinner     
                @ 6:30-7:30 pm—Classes for Children, Tweens and Youth   
                            @ 6:30-7:30 pm—Radicals Class meets 

• Sunday, January 22 @ 9 am—Worship (in-person and online)                     
        @ 10 am—Brunch        
                    @ 10:15 am—Sunday School       
         @ 11 am—Choir Practice            

• Wednesday, January 25 @ 6 pm - Wednesdays at the Well Dinner     
     @ 6:30-7:30 pm—Classes for Children, Tweens and Youth   
                           @ 6:30-7:30 pm—Radicals Class meets 

• Saturday, January 28 @ 10 am—Installation Service for Bishop Laura Merrill    
         at Pulaski Heights UMC with Reception following 

• Sunday, January 29 @ 9 am—Worship (in-person and online)                     
        @ 10:15 am—Sunday School              
                   @ 11 am—Choir Practice       
        @ 11:30 am—Leadership Team Meeting (Room 101)  

                                    

Save the Dates 

• Sunday, February 5 @ 11 am—Church Family Life Meeting (in Kitchen) 

• Sunday, February 12 @ 5 pm—Valentine Dinner 

• Sunday, February 22 @ 6:30 pm—Pancake Supper and Ash Wednesday Service 



 

PIANIST JOB POSTING 
 

Pianist, Vilonia United Methodist Church, Vilonia, AR 

Hours: Part-time, 4-8 hours a week 
 
We’re looking for a church pianist who will provide musical accompaniment as a part of our Sunday worship 
service each week. This person will also participate in worship practices on Sunday mornings. The pianist will 
also assist the music director as choir practices begin again in the coming months and accompany the choir 
on Sunday mornings. You will also be asked to provide musical accompaniment for choir specials, cantatas, 
and special worship services,   including Holy Week and Christmas Eve. The pianist will also be a part of the 
worship planning process, helping us to create worship services that enrich the congregation’s worship and 
spiritual life. We desire for the pianist to be a faithful and mature disciple of Jesus Christ to serve as a spiritu-
al leader for the music ministry, with a theological and biblical understanding of and respect for the beliefs 
and teachings of the United Methodist Church or a desire to learn about these beliefs and teachings. 
  
For more information, call the church office at 501-796-2624. To apply, please send a cover letter and your 

resume to Pastor Lauren at lauren.delano@arumc.org. 
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Please let us know how 
you're doing and if you have 
a prayer request.  Click this  

Group Messaging Link to 
share  

prayer requests and receive  
information. 

mailto:lauren.delano@arumc.org
https://groupme.com/join_group/58667456/b7us0xea

