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Pastor’s Note

Dear Vilonia UMC Family,
This coming Sunday, July 17, nine youth and two adult volunteers,
Zeb Garner and Nathan Dickson, will head to Rogers, Arkansas for a
week to serve with Ozark Mission Project (OMP). OMP is a camp for
youth across the state of Arkansas whose mission is to transform lives
through worship, fellowship, and hands-on mission. Our Youth Pastor,
Andrea Stitt, will be one of the directors at the camp. This is an
exciting time for our youth, all of whom have never been to OMP
before and exciting for many of us in the congregation who have a
history with OMP, including Clint Johnson, Andrea Stitt, and me. We
trust that our youth will be transformed through the experiences they
have next week.
One of the best things about OMP is working with neighbors - that's
what we call the people we are invited to help. When the campers
arrive they'll be put into family groups with other Methodist youth
from all over the state. And then on Monday morning they'll find out
about their neighbor and the project they get to do - for some it will
be building a wheelchair ramp or repairing a porch so that it is safer
to use, and for others they'll be painting or doing yard work. No
matter what the project, part of the experience is making sure you
get to know the individual or family who lives in the home where
you're serving. These individuals often have stories of hardship and
yet demonstrate their own faith and trust in God - sharing how
they've overcome the challenges in their lives. Often they end up
serving us more than we serve them - offering water, food, a place to
cool off and sharing their lives with us.
I remember one woman in particular that I met when I served on
College Staff at OMP in the summer of 2013. Her name was
Ms. Donna and she lived in El Dorado. She took care of her son who
had special needs and was wheelchair bound and one family group
built a wheelchair for Ms. Donna and her son. Everyday I'd stop by to
say hi to her. We bonded so much, that after that summer, she and I
exchanged letters for a few years. Her compassion and care, not just
for her family but for the youth that helped her for a week, inspired
me to keep in touch with her.
I cannot wait for our youth to experience OMP and come back with
stories of their own! They'll share them later in the summer with us
on Youth Sunday. Please be in prayer for them as they set out on
Sunday for a great week of camp!
Blessings,

Facebook:
Facebook.com/ViloniaUMC

July 13, 2022
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PIANIST JOB POSTING
Pianist, Vilonia United Methodist Church, Vilonia, AR
Hours: Part-time, 4-8 hours a week
We’re looking for a church pianist who will provide musical accompaniment as a part of our
Sunday worship service each week. This person will also participate in worship practices on
Sunday mornings. The pianist will also assist the music director as choir practices begin again
in the coming months and accompany the choir on Sunday mornings. You will also be asked
to provide musical accompaniment for choir specials, cantatas, and special worship services,
including Holy Week and Christmas Eve. The pianist will also be a part of the worship planning
process, helping us to create worship services that enrich the congregation’s worship and
spiritual life. We desire for the pianist to be a faithful and mature disciple of Jesus Christ to
serve as a spiritual leader for the music ministry, with a theological and biblical understanding
of and respect for the beliefs and teachings of the United Methodist Church or a desire to
learn about these beliefs and teachings.
For more information, call the church office at 501-796-2624. To apply, please send a cover
letter and your resume to Pastor Lauren at lauren.delano@arumc.org.

Page 5

CALENDAR FOR THE MONTH:
•

Wednesday, July 13 @ 6 pm Dinner
@ 6:30-7:30 pm Children, Tweens, Youth, Adult classes

•

Sunday, July 17 @ 9 am—In person and Online Worship Service
@ 10:15 am—Sunday School

•

July 17-22—Ozark Mission Project week for our Youth

•

Wednesday, July 20—No Wednesday Night Dinner or Classes

•

July 20-23—Mission U at Hendrix College (Pastor Lauren leading a mission study)

•

Saturday, July 23 @ 9 am to 12 noon —VUMC Volunteers at Food Pantry

•

Sunday, July 24 @ 9 am—In person and Online Worship Service
@ 10:15 am—Sunday School

•

Wednesday, July 27 @ 6 pm Dinner
@ 6:30-7:30 pm Children, Tweens, Youth, Adult classes

•

Sunday, July 31 @ 9 am—Communion and Hymn Sing In person and Online
@ 10 am—Jeremy Carson & Family Farewell Reception
@ 10:15 am—Sunday School

Please let us know how you're
doing and if you have a prayer
request. Click this
Group Messaging Link to share
prayer requests and receive
information.

